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May 14, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Staff: 
 
RE: Updated Communication & Important District News!  
 

A. Virtual Co-Curricular Activities  
The district is pleased to communicate that many of our staff members will be reaching out to you, if not so already, 
for your child to join available virtual co-curricular sessions.  Co-curricular activities are always a wonderful 
opportunity to add variety to a child’s daily schedule, as well as to further enrich and enhance their educational 
experiences. 
  

B. Graduation Update and End of Year Activities  
Within the last week, the State of New Jersey has provided conflicting information regarding end of year activities, 
involving gatherings and graduation.  The school district administration, the Board of Education and I are committed 
to doing anything possible to hold an in-person event should these events be deemed permissible under the social 
distancing restrictions.  In addition, local superintendents and I have provided several “outside of the box” examples 
to the Department of Education and the State to consider, should restrictions be changed for graduation purposes only. 
Since this topic and the guidelines by the State appear to be fluid and changing each week, we will continue to keep 
abreast of the most current State guidelines, as we await further communication by the State.  In the meantime, the 
district will continue preparing for a virtual/digital graduation ceremony and we will also be preparing to adapt to 
future State guidelines/mandates/restrictions.  Please note that these guidelines and mandates are made by the State 
for all school districts in New Jersey, and these restrictions and/or mandates are not at the discretion of individual 
school districts/towns.  
   

C. Collecting Student Items/Materials from School   (Save the box!)  
In order to make this process as seamless and convenient for all of our students and families, the district has already 
started packing up student belongings from their desks, headphone carts, cubbies, etc. and placing them in a box 
labeled with the child’s name on it.  The boxes will then be coordinated by neighborhood and delivered by the district 
to your front door.  Therefore, you will not have to schedule a curbside pickup or enter the building.  This dropoff 
date/time will be communicated to you in advance.  PLEASE SAVE THE BOX!  
 

D. Returning School Items/Materials (library books, athletic jerseys, etc.) (Save the box!)  
The reason you must save the box that will be delivered to you with your child’s name on it is because the district will 
then schedule a specific date/time for the district to pick up any materials that need to be returned to school, and you 
will be using that very same box for this purpose.  This pickup date will be communicated to you in advance, but will 
take place towards the end of the school year.  DO NOT place Chromebooks in the return box. 
 

E. Medication/EpiPens 
For students that have medication, EpiPens, etc. in the nurse’s office, you will be contacted separately for a curbside 
pickup date/time of these items. 
 



 

 
 

F. Loaner Chromebooks & Gr. 6-7 Student Chromebooks 
Current Gr.6 and Gr.7 students, please hold on to your chromebooks. For families that have borrowed a loaner 
chromebook for distance learning purposes, the district is going to ask that you hold onto your device over the 
summer for two purposes:  

1. We would like to provide you with this device so you could take advantage of online learning 
sites/applications that are available over the summer to all students, such as IXL, Khan Academy, and other 
school specific apps found on Clever and on the internet. 

2. Should distance learning continue to be required in September, you already have your device. 
 

G. Chromebooks (Graduating 8th Graders)  
RMS will be contacting current 8th grade parents/students prior to the end of the year regarding a curbside drop off 
procedure/schedule for returning the Gr.8 chromebooks.  This will be communicated shortly. 
 

H. Last Day of School - June 22nd  
As per our approved and posted 2019/20 district calendar and since the district has used two emergency days of the 
five allotted for the 2019/20 school year, the last day of school is scheduled to be on Monday, June 22nd. 
 

I. Special Education - Extended School Year “ESY” 
Unfortunately, the State has still not issued any guidance yet regarding the summer special education Extended 
School Year program.  Though the district is planning for both an in-person and virtual ESY program, after recently 
consulting with the County Department of Education, it appears that the most realistic scenario is the continuation of 
a virtual ESY program.  Therefore, we are planning for a virtual ESY program from July 6 to August 6 (M-Th). Our 
ESY program will be similar in format to our current virtual program.  Related services will be provided as set forth 
in students’ IEPs and the instructional program will be a combination of live sessions, recorded video sessions, online 
instruction, etc.  More information will be provided by the district shortly and/or as future guidance is received from 
the State, but it is important for the district to make the parents aware of this information for planning purposes. 
 

J. Report Cards - Trimester 3  
After consulting with the County Department of Education, the district will continue to adhere to our standards based 
report card model for Trimester 3, as we continue to provide as much flexibility as possible.  In addition, since every 
child and every family's situation is different, some students may be receiving much more/less support than others at 
home, and a few standards may have been covered, but not assessed, there will be specific areas that will be marked 
as “Not Applicable.”  Not applicable represents content that may have been taught, but staff was unable to gather an 
accurate assessment since it was not possible to precisely assess the students’ levels with accuracy and/or fidelity. 
These few areas will be assessed in the future.  Please also note that progress indicators within the report card are 
based on assessments/activities completed by the child and collected by the teacher.  Therefore, we again stress that 
these assessments are completed without the assistance of others, unless otherwise communicated by the staff.  Thank 
you in advance for your partnership in helping us to gain the most accurate measurement of progress possible. 
Incompletes will be assigned to standards when staff are awaiting multiple, past due items from students, and this list 
is currently being generated to develop an individualized action plan.  During the last two weeks of school, students 
who are up to date with assignments will be provided with more of an enrichment experience, similar to the 
traditional last two weeks of school.  For students who require additional time to submit past due materials, these two 
weeks will be used for that purpose.  Again, should your child fall within this category, families will be contacted to 
discuss an action plan.  

K. Surveys  
Thank you for completing district provided surveys during this time.   Whether the surveys involved distance 
learning, graduation or visionary referendum sessions, the district values your input and suggestions as we continue to 
reflect on our current situation and the future.  
 
 
 

https://www.fpks.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_213129/File/Calendar/19-20%20District%20Calendar%20.pdf


 

 
 

L. Mental Health  
Our current situation affects people in many different ways.  As we focus on our jobs, families, and other 
responsibilities, it is equally important that we focus on our mental health.  The Florham Park Distance Learning 
website continues to have a tab called Mental Health / Support with links to varying topics.  Below are recently added 
topics with the links attached:  

￫ Flexibility in the Midst of Crisis ￫ Managing Anxiety Around Covid-19 
￫ Regulating Emotions in a Covid 19 World  ￫ Virus Anxiety Resources (multiple topics)  

 

The health and safety of our students and staff remain paramount when making many of our difficult decisions and 
we appreciate your cooperation and understanding as we try to make the most appropriate decisions under less than 
ideal circumstances.  The district will continue to communicate information as they present to determine protocols 
for the closing of the school year and possible summer/fall reopening.  
 

Thank you to the staff, parents, students, administrative team and the Board of Education for all of your hard work, 
dedication and flexibility during this time.  I also appreciate you taking the time to read these communications. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Steven Caponegro  
 

Dr. Steven Caponegro  
Superintendent of Schools 

 

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me.. .Look for the 

helpers. You will always find people who are helping.”   - Fred Rogers, aka “Mr. Rogers”  

https://sites.google.com/fpks.org/florham-park-distance-learning/home
https://sites.google.com/fpks.org/florham-park-distance-learning/home
https://sites.google.com/fpks.org/florham-park-distance-learning/mental-health-support?authuser=0
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-inner-life-students/202003/flexibility-in-the-midst-crisis
https://www.rulerapproach.org/managing-anxiety-around-covid-19/
https://medium.com/@Tom.Hollenstein/regulating-emotions-in-a-covid-19-world-f3ef394f8294
https://www.virusanxiety.com/take-care

